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1.1 CULTURE CONCEPT
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Definitions (1/4)
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Definitions (2/4)



cminar.eu

Definitions (3/4)
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Definitions (4/4)
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ELEMENTS (COMPONENTS) OF CULTURE
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Characteristics of 
Culture 
(1/4)

LEARNED

SHARED

Every culture is shared by a group of people.



cminar.eu

Characteristics of 
Culture 
(2/4)

CONTINUOUS

“Culture is the memory of human 
race.”

ESSENTIAL

To make us feel a part of the group and to give us 
the guiding principles of life, culture is essential.
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Characteristics of 
Culture 
(3/4)

CHANGES

Cultural process changes with different speeds 
from society to society and generation to 
generation. 
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Characteristics of 
Culture 
(4/4)

TRANSMITTED

Culture is capable of transmitted through 
language from one generation to the next. 
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GROUP DISCUSSION

? Which definition(s) of culture do you prefer to explain the culture? 

Please indicate your preferred choice(s), giving reasons for the decision

&
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1.2 CULTURAL DIFFERENCES
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The Main Idea
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Background 

•

•

•

•
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1. Uncertainty Avoidance
•

•

•
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2. Power Distance

•

•
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3. Individualism/Collectivism



cminar.eu

Individualism Collectivism 
Everyone is supposed to take care of him- or herself and 

his or her immediate family only

People are born into extended families or clans which 

protect them in exchange for loyalty

"I“-consciousness We-consciousness

Right of privacy Stress on belonging

Speaking one's mind is healthy Harmony should always be maintained

Others classified as individuals Others classified as in-group or out-group

Personal opinion expected: one person one vote Opinions and votes predetermined by in-group

Transgression of norms leads to guilt feelings Transgression of norms leads to shame feelings

Languages in which the word "I" is indispensable Languages in which the word "I" is avoided

Purpose of education is learning how to learn Purpose of education is learning how to do

Task prevails over relationship Relationship prevails over task
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4. Masculinity/Femininity
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Femininity Masculinity
Minimum emotional and social role differentiation

between the genders

Maximum emotional and social role differentiation

between the genders

Men and women should be modest and caring Men should be and women may be assertive and ambitious

Balance between family and work Work prevails over family

Sympathy for the weak Admiration for the strong

Both fathers and mothers deal with facts and feelings Fathers deal with facts, mothers with feelings

Both boys and girls may cry but neither should fight
Girls cry, boys don’t; boys should fight back, girls shouldn’t 

fight

Mothers decide on number of children Fathers decide on family size

Many women in elected political positions Few women in elected political positions

Religion focuses on fellow human beings Religion focuses on God or gods

Matter-of-fact attitudes about sexuality; sex is a

way of relating

Moralistic attitudes about sexuality; sex is a way

of performing
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5. Long-term/Short-term Orientation

•

•
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Short-Term Orientation Long-Term Orientation
Most important events in life occurred in the past or

take place now Most important events in life will occur in the future

Good person is always the same A good person adapts to the circumstances

There are universal guidelines about what is good and 

evil What is good and evil depends upon the circumstances

Traditions are sacrosanct Traditions are adaptable to changed circumstances

Family life guided by imperatives Family life guided by shared tasks

Supposed to be proud of one’s country Trying to learn from other countries

Service to others is an important goal Thrift and perseverance are important goals

Social spending and consumption Large savings quote, funds available for investment

Students attribute success and failure to luck 

Students attribute success to effort and failure to lack of 

effort

Slow or no economic growth of poor countries Fast economic growth of countries up till a level of prosperity
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6. Indulgence/Restraint 

•

•
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Indulgence Restrained
Higher percentage of people declaring themselves very 

happy
Fewer very happy people

A perception of personal life control helplessness: what happens to me is not my own doing

Freedom of speech seen as important  Freedom of speech is not a primary concern

Higher importance of leisure Lower importance of leisure

More likely to remember positive emotions Less likely to remember positive emotions

In countries with educated populations, higher

birthrates
In countries with educated populations, lower birthrates 

More people actively involved in sports Fewer people actively involved in sports

In countries with enough food, higher

percentages of obese people
In countries with enough food, fewer obese people

In wealthy countries, lenient sexual norms In wealthy countries, stricter sexual norms

Maintaining order in the nation is not given a high 

priority
Higher number of police officers per 100,000 population
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CASE STUDY EXERCISE-1

?



cminar.eu

1.3 CROSS-CULTURAL 
COMMUNICATION
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HALL’S 
Cross-Cultural 
Theory

Hall differentiates cultures on the basis of their 
predominant mode of communication

•

•
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High Context 
Cultures

•

•

•

•
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Low Context 
Cultures

•

•

•

•

•
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High Context vs. Low Context in 
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High Context vs. Low Context in 
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High Context vs. Low Context in 

―

―
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High Context vs. Low Context in 



cminar.eu

Thank you for the
Attention.

Questions?

satay@itu.edu.tr

gulmezn@itu.edu.tr

mailto:satay@itu.edu.tr
mailto:gulmezn@itu.edu.tr

